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AHEAD
A bi-monthly newsletter 

for teachers and administrators involved 
in the special education transition process.  

The views and perspectives shared in 
“Transition Ahead” do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Berrien Regional 
Education Service Agency, affiliated 
schools, staff or board members.  

To receive “Transition Ahead” electroni-
cally, please visit www.berrienresa.
org and visit the Communication page.  
Additional newsletters are also avail-
able.

Berrien RESA complies with all federal 
and state laws and regulations prohibiting 
discrimination, and with all requirements and 
regulations of the United States Department 
of Education and the Michigan State Depart-
ment of Education.

Dear Friends in Education:

During a recent trip to Chicago, I passed a highway on-ramp where a large truck lay on its side with its load 
of steel scattered in the grass. It appeared as if the truck was going too fast and the weight shifted, turning 
the entire truck on its side. We complain about recommended speed limits, but are reminded from time to 
time that things like speed limits are there for our benefit. Similarly, educational practices guide our efforts 
toward consistent student success so that there will be life success. Monitoring our transition planning can 
be a hassle, but it’s designed for a successful on-ramp into the highway of student’s lives.

     Eric Hoppstock
    Assistant Superintendent/Chief Academic Officer 

State Performance Plan: Indicator B13, Transition Compliant IEPs
Transition Plans have evolved from vague hopeful statements in the beginning to detailed, specific plans to 
help the student move from high school to adult life.  Along with these changes came monitoring standards to 

ensure compliance.  The newest change is the inclusion of SPP B13 in the Continuous Improvement Monitoring System 
(CIMS).  The federal government has set the criteria for SPP B13 at 100 percent.  That means if any file is reviewed and 
found not to be in 100 percent compliance, an improvement plan must be written and progress reported in CIMS. To avoid 
this outcome and ensure quality transition plans when the file reviews are done in the spring of 2012, transition coordina-
tors are conducting informal reviews in each district and supporting corrections earlier in the process.  Here is the link to 
the SPP B13 Checklist so that you can refresh your memory concerning the questions involved: http://www.berrienresa.
org/downloads/_acct_/00/00/01/94/2010_spp13_20100615_093450_49.pdf.

For more specific directions for completing compliant Transition Plans, look for a SPP B13 bulletin to be published soon.

State Performance Plan:  Indicator B14
Make sure to report contact information to the state for each graduating, or otherwise leaving secondary student.  “Leav-
ing” means the student is no longer in any K-12 system. Their contact information should be entered on the state’s secure 
web site.  The address is https://survey.pscinc.com/mde_spp/iep.  One teacher, secretary, or teacher consultant for each 
district will need the user name and password previously supplied to your district. Your transition coordinator has these 
credentials, if needed. If you are new to secondary special education, find out who is responsible for submitting this infor-
mation in your district.  At minimum, caseload teachers will need to collect the student’s and alternate contact’s informa-
tion to give to the person actually logging into the state’s system.  A form for collecting this data is on the Berrien RESA 
website under “Special Education – Transition Planning”.  You will need the student’s UIC number.  This can be found on 
their information page in illuminateTM.

Look for a bulletin published about SPPB14 soon.

Summary of Performance - (SOP)
Schools are required to provide the student with a Summary of Performance Statement (SOP) upon their exit from school.  
These documents should be written with an eye to the student’s post-secondary plans.  The information needed will vary 
from student to student depending on how they plan to use the SOP.  As defined in the Individuals with Disabilities Educa-
tion Act, a SOP is “ a summary of the child’s academic achievement and functional performance, which shall include rec-
ommendations on how to assist the child in meeting the child’s postsecondary goals” [20 U.S.C. 1414 (c)(5)(B)].  The SOP 
should be completed during the final year of a student’s education, but the process may begin at any time.  The March 
2011 edition of “Focus on Results” is dedicated to writing quality SOPs.  It may be found at http://focus.cenmi.org. 

Compliance Corner
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Caution Ahead

A Look Down the Road
By Chuck Saur, (MI-TOP)
Director of the Michigan Transition Outcomes Project 
Michigan Department of Education,Office of Special Education
csaur@cenmi.org

Thanks for the opportunity to contribute, in some way, to your fine newslet-
ter!  We have so many incredible efforts going on in our schools across 
Michigan, in response to our students’ collective need to belong and suc-
ceed in their chosen communities.  In fact, that’s why our MI-TOP team has 
focused a statewide inquiry into what is working for students, by construct-
ing and looking through three contextual questions.

Much like the methods used to conduct qualitative (observational) research; 
we created a way to engage the broad landscape of transition practice 
with some targeted questions that will help bring effective individual efforts 
into focus.  Think of this as creating three questions to give us all a “grand 
guided tour” of transition practices in Michigan. 

The three contextual questions are:
1. Are we doing what’s necessary to prepare our students to successfully 

belong and succeed in their community?
2. Is their community prepared to support them to be successful when 

they leave school?
3. How would we know?

These three introspective questions can lead to more detailed questions 
and studies that will identify effective supports and processes that are 
currently used to help our students transition out of secondary programs.  
From a firm context contextual perspective, we can also develop qualitative 
research-type questions that can help us determine what individual stu-
dents need; assess whether or not we have that capacity to support them, 
and examine what results are evident from our efforts.

As we move forward this year and next, you can expect these questions 
to drive the context for development of PD/TA from MI-TOP.  With the as-
sistance of the National Secondary Transition Technical Assistance Center 
(NSTTAC), we have engaged seven ISDs, representing over 225 LEAs in 
“transition-focused conversations”.  We also have 5 additional ISDs sched-
uled.  Our goals include beginning the identification and defining of the 
words “necessary” and “prepared” within the context of student outcomes in 
their chosen community. It’s also the community that we live in, too!

So, when it comes time to answer the question:  
“Are we doing what is necessary (developing effective EDPs, effective col-
laborative supports, measurable self advocacy, targeted work experience 
and so on?) to prepare students with IEPs so they can belong and succeed 
in YOUR community?” We’ll be able to provide a collective answer, a 
resounding “YES”!   

It’s a matter of focus, and deep understanding of the answers to our con-
textual questions!

Thanks for all you do on behalf of our students!

On December 8, 2011, the Berrien County Transition Task Force (BCTTF) sub-groups met to work on their individual projects.  There are three sub-groups 
which target “Students Who Will Earn Diplomas,” “Students Who Will Earn Certificates of Completion,” and “Students with Multiple Impairments.”  The BCTTF 
as a whole meets every other month, alternating with the sub-groups.  Here are the focus projects for each group:

Diplomas: Off-to-College program 
Improving Summary of Performance (SOP) Statements 
Supporting the launch of Career Cruising in the schools

Certificates: Better School-to-Work (STW) experiences. 
Building better employer relationships 
Improving SOP Statements

Multiple Impairments: Agency Services 
Improving SOP Statements 
Customized Employment

BCTTF is working for positive answers to three main 
questions:

1. Are the students ready to go into the community?

2. Is the community ready for the students?

3. How do we know?

We invite you to attend.  All new ideas are welcome.  
Please contact your Transition Coordinator if you are 
interested in serving on one of these sub-groups. 

Next meeting of the BCTTF:  March 8, 2012 - 
Berrien RESA Conference Rooms C & B from 3:15 
to 4:30 p.m.

Cruise Control:  Using Assistive Technology 
           Submitted by Berrien RESA Assistive Technology 
 Specialist, Rosanne Burden

For this issue I’ve decided to provide some new “tidbits” in the area of web-
site information and iPad® apps that you might find helpful. 

Wikipedia, the free online encyclopedia, is where many students start a 
search on a given topic. There is a great accessibility feature that can help 
struggling readers by simplifying the article.  “Simple English” is one of the 
language choices in the left column of the Wikipedia window.  Articles in the 
Simple English Wikipedia use fewer words and easier grammar than the 
regular English Wikipedia. Readers may be students, children and adults 
who may find it hard to learn, have reading challenges, or people who are 
trying to learn English. Other people use the Simple English Wikipedia be-
cause the simplified format helps them understand difficult ideas or topics 
they do not know about.

Check out www.qwiki.com/  when you are researching a topic as it will 
deliver an interactive experience that crosses the text of a typical search 
engine with the video experience of YouTube and the encyclopedia data of 
Wikipedia. This creates an interesting personalized search that talks to you! 

Go to www.zhornsoftware.co.uk/ to download “Stickies” which is just like 
having Post-it Notes on your computer. Once created, they will stay on the 
screen until you take them away. Just like a real sticky piece of paper! Use 
them to remind yourself of projects, homework, and that all important to-do 
list. 

If you have an iPad/iPod®/iPhone® and haven’t downloaded the latest op-
erating system iOS 5.0.1 you need to do that to take advantage of a great 
add-on in the accessibility features. Under “General Settings”, scroll down 
to “Accessibility” and turn on the “Speak Selection” feature. This will allow 
you to highlight anything on the iPad when doing an Internet search or in 
a document and have it read aloud to you. The speaking rate can also be 
adjusted to your personal preference. 

If you have trouble remembering due dates 
or assignments, go to the App 
Store and download VoCal 
for $.99. It is a great tool 
for helping to provide vocal 
reminders associated with 
a calendar. The user records 
voice messages and sets times on 
the calendar for them to be played. Many 
students find these auditory reminders very 
helpful in keeping them organized 
throughout the day!
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